
ASLA Sustainability
Initiatives:

�Sustainability Resource Guides

�Demonstration Green Roof

�Sustainable Sites Initiative™



SUSTAINABLE DESIGN RESOURCE GUIDES AND 

TOOLKITS

www.asla.org/sustainability



� Targeted to 

landscape architects 

and local policy 

makers

� Issue analysis

� Key organization 

linkslinks

� Research studies

� Government 

resources

� Case studies 



� Targeted for 

homeowners, 

residential 

designers, local 

zoning boards

� Water efficiency

� Energy efficiency� Energy efficiency

� Maximing plant 

benefits

� Low-impact 

materials



� Economic, 

social, 

environmental 

models

� Online toolkits

� Assessment 

toolstools

� Modeling 

software

� Checklists

� Case studies 



� Targeted to general 

public 

� Case studies to 

illustrates landscape 

sustainability 

� Defines and explain 

environmental 

benefits

ASLA  Green Roof

www.asla.org/sustainablelandscapes

benefits

� Includes sustainability 

education resources



ASLA  Green Roof



ASLA  Green Roof



ASLA Sustainability 
Initiatives:  

www.asla.org/greenroof



What  is SITES™? 

•Guidelines and rating system for designed 

landscapes of all types

•Voluntary

TM

•Voluntary

•Interdisciplinary

•Fills the gap in existing green building 

rating systems 



What  is SITES? 

•Applies to new construction and 

renovations

TM

•Addresses regional differences

•Applies to sites with and without buildings

•Coordinated with USGBC’s LEED ®



Organizational Chart

Executive 
Committee

Technical Core 
Committee

Coordinating 
Committee

Technical Advisors

• American Society of Landscape Architects 

• Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

• United States Botanic Garden

SITES Pilot Phase 2010-2012

© 2009 Sustainable Sites Initiative© 2010 Sustainable Sites Initiative

American Nursery and Landscape Association

American Society of Civil Engineers

U.S. Air Force

City of Chicago

General Services Administration

U.S. Green Building Council

Committee Committee
Technical Advisors

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

National Recreation and Park Association

National Association of County and City Health 

Officials

PLANET

University of Texas at Austin, Center for 

Sustainable Development

����



Participating Organizations

• American Horticultural Society

• American Institute of Architects

• American Nursery & Landscape Association

• American Planning Association

• American Public Gardens Association

• Association of Professional Landscape 

Designers

• Audubon International

• Canadian Nursery and Landscape Association

• Green Roofs for Healthy Cities

• Interlocking Concrete Pavement 

Institute

• International Erosion Control 

Association

• Landscape Architecture Foundation

• National Building Museum

• Professional Grounds Management 

Society (PGMS)
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• Canadian Nursery and Landscape Association

• Canadian Society of Landscape Architects

• Council of Educators in Landscape 

Architecture

• Council of Landscape Architectural 

Registration Boards

• Center for Urban Watershed Renewal

Society (PGMS)

• Rails to Trails Conservancy

• Sustainable Buildings Industry Council

• Sustainable Urban Forests Coalition

• Tree Care Industry Association, Inc.

• Urban Land Institute

• US Composting Council



Credit Categories

Site Selection 21 poss. points

Preserve existing resources and repair damaged systems

Pre-Design Assessment and Planning 4 poss. points

Plan for sustainability from the onset of the project

Site Design – Water 44 poss. points

Protect and restore site’s processes and systems

Site Design – Soil and Vegetation 51 poss. points

Protect and restore site’s processes and systems

Site Design – Materials Selection 36 poss. points

Reuse/recycle and support sustainable production practices

Construction 21 poss. points

Minimize effects of construction-related activities
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Reuse/recycle and support sustainable production practices

Site Design – Human Health and Well-Being      32 poss. points  

Build communities and a sense of stewardship    

Operations and Maintenance 23 poss. points

Maintain the site for long-term sustainability

Monitoring and Innovation 18 poss. points

Reward exceptional performance



• 15 Prerequisites, 51 Credits

• Performance-based criteria

• 250 point scale

• 4 certification levels

Credits and Rating System
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���� 100 points (40 %)

�������� 125 points (50%)

������������ 150 points (60%)

���������������� 200 points (80%)

• Multiple point levels offered for 

flexibility



SITES Schedule

Guidelines And Performance 

Benchmarks 2009 

with Rating System
Released November 5, 2009

Pilot Projects Phase

© 2009 Sustainable Sites Initiative

Pilot Projects Phase
2010 - 2012  

Open Enrollment for Project 

Certification 
Target date – 2013



Registered Pilot Projects
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• 164 projects are participating in Pilot Program

• From 34 U.S. states as well as Canada, Iceland and Spain

• Information on pilot projects can be found at  

www.sustainablesites.org/pilot/



25%

8%

8%

6%
4%

1%, 
OPEN SPACE-PARK

INSTITUTIONAL/EDUCATION

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

STREETSCAPES/ TRANSPORTATION

Pilot Project Types
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20%

15%

13%

8%

OPEN SPACE-GARDEN/ARBORETUM

GOVERNMENT COMPLEX

MIXED-USE

INDUSTRIAL



LEED®

SITES guidelines 

used without 

certification 

SITES  

Certification 

SITES 

incorporated

in LEED® 2012

SITES Project Certification
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Options for SITES tool

Goal: Widest Possible Use of SITES Guidelines and Performance 

Benchmarks 

in LEED® 2012



For more information:  

www.sustainablesites.org

or email

TM

or email

lguthrie@asla.org

info@sustainablesites.org
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